Women Unite: Stand Up And Fight!

The 9th, Congress of the Women’s Progressive Orga-
nisation which met at Grove, East Bank, Demerara from
November 5 to 6, 1983 dealt with a wide range of women’s
problems, setting them in the context of international and
regional developments and in the particular and extreme-
ly difficult conditions of Guyana. Congress was held ‘un-.
der the theme: “Women Unite, Organise and Fight!”

There were two main decuments of the 9th., Con-
gress, the full and detailed report of the Central Com-
mittee and the Action Guide. The Action Guide, a new
type of document, set out the historical role of women
as a social force and dealt fully with the conditions ol
Guyanese women, the tasks and targets of the WPO, its
work in the community, in mass organisations and in
trade unions. Vital resolutions were'adopted, there were
amendments made to the organisation’s Constitution,
messages were read from a large number of overseas wo-
men’s organisations and elections were held.

The 9th., Congress was deelared open by the General
Secretary of the People’s Progressive Party, Cheddi Jagan
who praised the advances made by Guyanese women and
pointed to their loyalty and devotion to the cause to which
they are dedicated. He warned that US imperialism was
on the offensive and digscussed the situation in Central
America and the Caribbean. , :

Dr. Jagan dealt with the Grenada situation. He charg-
ed that the US governnient excused its invasion of Grena-
da in order to bring about “law and order,” but pointed
to0 Chile after US eonnivance led to the murder of Salva-
dor Allende and the installation of the Pinochet military
regime. There is no democracy in Chile; instead the peo-
ple live under a 'ruthless dictatorship, their living stan-
dards have deteriorated drastically and now the people
ave fighting back. i

He called for one minute’s silence in respect for
_ those who were killed in Grenada — Maurice Bishop,
Jacqueline Creft and others. In closing hig addre_ss, Dr.
Jagan observed that imperialism, despite its belligerent
posture, is in deep crisis. World capitalism is sick and
falling. “Time,” he said, “is on the side of Marxism-Lenin-
ism. The future belongs to socialism.” v
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The main document of the 9th., Congress of th
WPO, the Central Committee Report, dealt ngtl.ﬂh the inter6-
national and local situations and the role and future
tasks of the organisation in the coming period. '

The report outlined the important role played by
the Soviet Union and the Socialist Community in up-
helding world peace and leading the struggle against im-
perialism and for social progress. “We reiterate also our
aspecially deep respect for the communist women of all
countries and revolutionary progressive, peace and demo-
cratic women and their organisations which are making
dynamic contributions inside and outside their respective
countries”, said the Report which also hailed the work
of the Women’s International Democratic Federation.

On the local scene the Report examined the super-
exploitation of women under the pressnt severe conditions
where, under PNC rule, the country is experiencing its
worse ever political, social and economic crisis. The Re-
port also attacked the PNC for seeking IMF assistance
which is aggravating the situation. Under the present
circumstances, said the Report, US imperialism is wateh-
ing. “While imperialism bolsters the regime it neverthe-
less recognises that it is maintaining an unpopular re-
gime which faces the growing possibility of being remov-
ed by mass action. It is therefore seeking to build other
forces which could be used to prevent the PPP from play-
ing a decisive role in the formation of a new government.”
The report further went on to state:

“It is not, enough to talk only of bread and attack the
PNC but to let the people know what they will be fighting
for and what are they going to replace the PNC regime
with-—another government similar to the PNC or a revolu-
tivnary democratic government; those who consider try-
- ing to appease imperialism are in fact selling out the
Guyanese people. Our task must be to protect what unity
has alreadv been achieved. Only an anti-imperialist de-
mocratic government with a socialist-oriented program-
me can solve the crisis the country is in and bring im-
prevernents in conditions of life for cur people.”

The Report detailed the work done by the organisa-
tion gver the past years. In conecluding it stated: “This 9th
Congress will be a hallmark in the life of the WPO in
which we have grown numerically and organisationally
into the most militant body championing not only the
rights of our women and children but also the rights of
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all our people. When we leave the walls of this Congress
let us give our best; we know what we must do and let
nothing stop us until victory is won.”

The second document, the Action Guide, which dealt
with several aspects of the history, development and con-
ditions of women examined, firstly, the theme of Women
as a Social Force stating categorically that the history of
the people of Guyana has been cne of bondage, enslave-
ment, domination and oppression. This land has been a
creation of colonialism and imperialism, designed for the
extraclion of profit. And within this fabric our people
were brought here, most involuntarily. Under these cir-
cumstances the colonised women suffered a triple bur-

' den, a triple oppression. While racism affected all the

colonised people, men and women alike, undeniably wo-
menin this type of society were oppressed and super-ex-
polited as workers, as non-white workers and as non-white
women workers,

It cannot be denied that women contributed in an
important way to the slave rebellions and many forms of
protest and sabotage; strikes, marches and demons@ra-
tions against colonialism, maintaining that fine tradition
today. As 52 per cent of the Guyanese population, women
cannot be omitted from the pelitical struggle. Our wo-
men have recognised that their emancipation is inextri-
cably a part of the revolutionary struggle for socialism.

Dealing with the conditions of Guyanese women the
Action Guide stated: “Women form that section of the
population that is most bombarded with the most back-
ward ideas emanating from cultural backwardness, tra-
ditions cte. On account of théir place in society women
are compelled to assume a political role. At this stage
of our struggle our women are not only in the struggle
against undemocratic minority authoritarian rule but also
in the forefront for world peace.”

. As the political and economic crisis worsens, the con-
ditions of life for all Guyanese people have plummeted
alarmingly. Women are inescapably facing the brunt of
this crisis. They are forced into jobs where they are super-
exploited, and underpaid. Pregnant women, infants and
children become unnecessary victims at the mercy of a
callous system. Women have been vocally and militantly
expressing their anger.

In its 30 years of existence the WPO has militantly
fought for the rights of our people, in particular the rights
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of women. The WPQ wa;s born in on : itin
( t ) e of the most e
and demanding periods of Guyana’s history ,_(_) thexggclllélgx

of the burgeoning anti-colonial struggle. Between 1957-

1964 the WFO evolved into a mass women’s organisation.

The post-1669 period witnessed a concentration of the

WPO on strengthening its internal

} : _ structure m
béaus% C‘%Lreat attention is now paid to'developir?gdcad?g:
laeologically. The WPO ‘will intensify its work

the(:]1 pub;ic sector, th‘e private sector, mass organisations
and in Eh_e community. Greater emphasis will be placed
g;sgggggthsenu;gumt&rnational links with fraternal orga-
especially the WIDF wi i
established links ltyl 1953. : w1t'h‘whlch e WENT
In concluding the document, an

_conclucing : ) appeal was
lall women: —“The call io action is on ggf lips amli:[1 fﬁi ?)utg
wearts, the responsibility on our shoulders. As women mili-
tants and as fighters we must answer it bravely.”

_ Women were also asked to conti hol
WFPO’s fine internationalist traditionrme g
carlyI yefaltrs og c1i“he organisation’s foundation.

n her address to the 9th., Congress, WPO i
J .?.ne@ Jagan, a founder member, pai(gi tribute to fﬁgsﬁzﬁ
nisation on its 30th., anniversary. She reminded delegates
of the long and hard struggle for women’s rights, for the
bette}"ment of conditions of working women and for the
WPO’s consistent internationalist position, expressed in
real and practical terms. “The WPO”, she declared “has
never wavered from the battle to raise the status of wo-
men and to fight for general improvement in the living
standards and welfare of all working people, for an end
to tyranny, for democracy, peace and Iibertsr.” :

Messages greeting the 9th., Congress were receiv
i ed
from over 26 women’s organisations overseas while greet-
ings werc read by representatives of the Soviet Women’s
Committee, the Cuban Federation of Women and the
gebruzi_’r% _18thf,tﬁiovement of Trinidad and Tobago. A re-

resentative of the Association of Concerned G i
Canada also attended the Congress. i S

Resolutions were passed dealing with the internation-
al situation, the political situation in Guyana, the socio- -

economic conditions in the country and on
C wome
children. y v

' d in eral
among women in the sugar industry, garment in%i(ilstry,'

laid down in the

The resolution on the international situation made
reference to the United Nations Charter which pledged .
all nations “‘to live together in peace with one another
as good neighbours,” but deplored the fact that the reali-
ty has peen distant from this worthy concept. The follow-
ing points were made in the resolution:—

That tne 9th.,, Congress,

@ Vigorously denounces plans for the deployment of
new medium-range missiles to Western Europe and
stoutly opposes the U.S. militaristic policy now en-
dangerig.the peace and security of the world,

@ Heartily hails the peace initiatives of the Soviet Union
and other countries of the socialist community which
are aimed not only at containing the arms race but
at avoiding nuclear confrontation;

©® «Solemaly joins the United Nations, the Peoples of the
Caribbean and the rest of humanity in angrily con-
demning and isolating-the Reagan, Seaga, Adams,
Charles, Cato and Compton administrations for the
illegal and bloody invasion and occupation of Grena-
da in mourning the tragic loss of Comrade Maurice
Bishop and his New Jewel Movement colleagues; and
saluting the heroic resistance fighters, people and
women of Grenada,;
Strongly deplores the armed provocations against and
imperialist plans for an invasion of Nicaragua; and
extends firm solidarity with the liberation forces in.
1l Salvador-and Guatemala, as well as the peoples of
Cuba and Suriname; _
© Condemns the continuous US-backed Israeli aggression
against Arab states, and supports the right of the
Arab people of Palestine to establish a state of their
ovm, calls for the withdrawal of foreign troops from
Lebanon and a halt to threats against Libya;
@ Supports the brave struggle of the people_of Afghanis-
tan against US-inspired military mcursions, as ‘well
as the people of heroic Vietilam, Laos and Kampuchea
‘against outside interference, and salutes thelr propos-
al to turn South East Asia into a zone of peace;
Calls for the withdrawal of US troops from South
Forea and backs the re-unification of the country by
peaceful means,

@

@




Copyright ® Nadira Jagan-Brancier 2009







